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Dear Small Group Leaders, 

 

First of all, we would like to say thank you for your willingness to serve 

our students by pouring your life into them this weekend. What you do is 

one of the most important aspects of DNOW 2019. Please know that you 

have been and will be bathed in prayer. We have some useful resources in 

this guide that we hope will help you as you prepare and lead your small 

group. We know that God is going to use each of you in a powerful way 

during DNOW 2019. We also know that this is going to be a powerful 

weekend in the lives of the students, and we cannot wait to see what God 

does and to hear the stories you share with us from your small group            

sessions. If we can help you in anyway, please feel free to talk to one of 

us. 

 

For His Glory, 

UNITED STUDENT MINISTRIES, INC. Executive Team 

 

1. If you use a phone or mobile device, please do not use them for games, 

social media, texting, etc. during worship sessions/small groups. 

2. Go to the bathroom BEFORE sessions. 

3. No Food or Drink in the auditorium (Harvest). 

4. No Public Displays of Affection (PDA). 

5. No Drugs or Alcohol or Weapons (including pocket knives). 



Use this space to list the members of your small group and a way to contact 
them after the weekend. 
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D. A. Horton, Speaker 
Chad preaches God’s Word through storytelling, media, and visual experience. As a 

result, the Scripture is clearly presented in order for people of all ages to                      

examine and apply Biblical truth to their everyday walks of life. As someone not 

simply called to speak, Chad believes in the importance of relationship and seeks 

to get to know people when he is away from the stage. Ultimately, Chad hopes to 

see people moved into a deeper relationship with Christ. In turn, they will live lives 

of action that impact their world. 

 

Chad is originally from Chattanooga, TN. He is a graduate of the University of                 

Tennessee at Chattanooga where he received a degree in Secondary Education.             

Following college, he attended Southwestern Seminary in Fort Worth, TX where he 

received a Masters of Divinity. After graduating seminary, God called Chad to a life 

of itinerant ministry. 

 

Chad and his wife, Hope, live in Lake Jackson, TX with their sons (Shepherd,                  

Charlie, and Alder) and daughter (Magnolia Bea). He is an avid reader and                                  

infrequent visitor to the gym. He serves as Teaching Pastor at Grace Bible Church in 

Clute, TX. 



Originating in Birmingham, Alabama, Iron City Worship is a collective of 

worship leaders and musicians that exist to make the Gospel known by 

leading and creating music that strengthens the church. Their heart is     

focused on connecting the church to its past, present and future by                     

centering itself on the Word of God. 

 

The group is a diverse collection of leaders that come from a variety of 

backgrounds in worship leadership. They are united by their heart for the 

church and raising up the next generation of worship leaders through                

resourcing and equipping those called to lead worship. 



I was born August 26, 1992 and lived in the small town of Samson Alabama. Looking back I 

now see we didn’t have much but back in the day but I never saw it like that. I remember how 

my mom would get running water from the spicket on the side of the house and boil it for me 

and my brothers to bathe in. I remember moving around a lot and constantly changing schools. 

So those are some fairly humble beginnings. In 1999 my mom moved with me and my brother 

to Chattanooga TN. It was in Chattanooga where I learned about church, experienced bullying 

and fell in love with Hip Hop. I’ve been chased by the police, been in fights, and jumped 

through a lot of crazy hurdles. I watched my mother walk through an unhealthy marriage, I've 

seen my older brothers be verbally and mentally abused by the men their mother dated. I               

remember one Christmas my mom couldn't afford to buy me and my brother anything so she 

had to go to a rec center that held an event where they gave toys to children so we could have 

some gifts. I remember days when the lights would be off and we would stay out all day and 

then come home at night because we had no power. I moved back to Samson, AL in 2008, and 

then two years later I graduated high school in 2010. I had no idea what to do next. After a 

year of working at a peanut mill I couldn’t help but feel that I was meant for more. I felt The 

Lord calling me to take a huge leap of faith and register to go to a Christian college in the small 

town of Graceville Fl. During my 4 1/2 years there The Lord totally flipped my world upside 

down, right side up, and upside down again. My life is an example of how God is faithful and 

that he can do something extraordinary with a terrible situation. I was given the opportunities 

there to express myself and how God had changed my life through music; I started preforming 

more and more and developed my craft as an artist. Now I want to use my art to not only share 

Jesus but to encourage people to overcome and lean into their faith with Jesus. 



 

 

Thank you so much for your passion for and investment in the lives of students. You are the heart 
and heroes of United, and we want you to know that we are praying for you as you pour your life 
into the lives of students. There is no greater calling than to invest in students, and we are  
honored to partner with you in that calling! 

 

Each session is intended to help you help students remember, understand and apply what they 
have heard. Here are a few suggestions to maximize your time with students: 

1.  Connect with your students. Pray for your students by name. Try to spend time with each 
student individually. Remember their names. Look them in the eye. Validate their opinions 
and thoughts. 

  

2.  Please understand that observations and questions are simply a guide for discussion. Do 
not use this as a script. You are not sinning if you fail to answer each question. The goal is 
for students to be real about where they are in relation to God. 

 

3. Resist the urge to lecture. The goal is to get students talking, not to be heard. 
 

4.  We have purposefully decided to be fluid with each small group session. No two  
sessions will have the same rhythm or flow. Use your own experiences, stories, etc., to  
connect the dots. 

 

5. The questions are written to enable students to remember, understand and apply one 
central truth. Resist the urge to unload tons of information on your students. Application is 
much more important than information.  

 

6.  Finally, have fun. Don’t just sit there. Do something. Make learning a blast! Remember this 
great adage by Mike Krzyzewski, Head Basketball Coach of the Duke University Blue Devils 
basketball team: 

You hear, you forget… 

You see, you remember… 

You do, you understand. 



 
Before you arrive at UNITED, find a cool stick that you can decorate in some crazy way and  
denote this stick as Story Stick. Bring the Story Stick with you! 

Have your group sit in a circle. Hand the stick to a student. Explain that whomever is holding the 
stick will be asked to tell a story based on a question that you ask. Once the student tells the  
story, they can pass the stick to another student. Every student in the circle must hold the stick  
before repeating a student. If you have more students than story questions, you can ask the same 
questions or create your own. Each student gets only one question… 

Only the student holding the stick can speak until he or she is completely finished: 

• My favorite movie is ____________________ and this is why… 

• My greatest fear is _____________________ and this is why… 

• The most important thing about relationships is _________________________… 

• My most embarrassing moment was _______________________… 

• The best birthday I ever had was ___________________________… 

• The way that I get what I want is __________________________ and this is why… 

• I think guys / girls are __________________________ and this is why… 

• Dating is better than marriage because _________________________… 

• Marriage is better than dating because __________________________… 

• The one thing I wish I could do more than anything else is ____________________ 

and this is why…. 

• The time in my life I felt the most free was _______________________ and this is why…. 

• The time in my life I felt the least free was _______________________ and this is why… 

• The first thing I will do when I move out of my house is ______________________ 

and this is why… 

 

This activity is simply a suggestion of a “Get to Know You” game. Please feel free to use a  
different “Get to Know You” game of your choice. The goal of this activity is to help you get to 
know the students in your group as well as helping them get to know each other. Many groups will                   
include visitors that not everyone knows. Also, you would be surprised at how often those who 
know each other on surface level do not really know each other.  



Thanks so much for being a part of DNOW 2019 small group ministry!  Our goal is to prepare you 
for this exciting weekend and to do our best to equip you to lead.  If you have questions at any 
time, please do not hesitate to contact any of the Student Pastors for further direction!  

Ground Rules 

Confidentiality — nothing leaves the group 
Respect each other — try not to “fix” each other 
Listen, ask questions, encourage — don’t offer advice unless you’re asked for it 
Cell phones set on silent 
Don’t monopolize the conversation 
Romans 14:13 states…“decide instead to live in such a way that you will not cause another  
believer to stumble and fall.”   

Keeping Group Discussions on Track 

Small Groups are the heart of any DNOW weekend where spiritual growth can occur and  
relationships can flourish.  However, as small group leaders, it’s important for us to be aware of 
the role we have to protect the environment and not allow discussions to go off track. 

Here are some simple guidelines for protecting unity: 

I agree to PROTECT the unity of our group: 
 By acting in love toward other members 
 By refusing to gossip 
 By following the appointed leaders 

If the following discussions come up in a group, please redirect the discussion and address issues                         
one-on-one with individuals: 

 Problems or dissatisfaction with leadership or any part of the weekend. Direct the individual 
to his/her student pastor and follow up with the student pastor as well. 

 Problems that group leaders or members have had with churches they have attended in the 
past. Remind the individual that God has called us to respect and pray for other ministries and 
churches.  

 Doctrinal questions.  We agree that we will major on the majors and minor on the minors.  In 
the essentials, unity. In the non-essentials, charity. In all things, compassion.  Each Church and 
denomination’s beliefs are delineated through that Church and student ministry.  If  
individuals have  further questions, do not hesitate to direct them to their student pastor, 
who will address their concerns.      Continue on next page 



 

The Art of Leading a Small Group 
 

Tip 1: It’s Not About You. Leading a small group is not about you. It’s about God. The more 
you can remain in the mindset of magnifying God and minimizing yourself, the more others 
will learn from the study. Take a cue from John the Baptist: “He must increase, but I must  
decrease” (John 3:30, NAS). For some small group leaders, this  humble posture is quite  
natural. For others, the ego has a funny way of creeping into everything they do. If you find 
yourself saying and doing things out of concern for what others will think of you as the leader, 
that’s a red flag. Instead, try not to worry about your reputation.  In Galatians 1:10 Paul  
referred to this as people-pleasing. Your job as a small group leader is simply to co-labor with 
God to draw people closer to Him. So to boil it down to a sentence: to lead a small group with 
excellence, be the “guide on the side,” not the “sage on the stage.” This is God’s group. Keep 
Him at center stage. 
 

Tip 2: Operate in God’s Strength. Tip 1 said that successful small group leadership happens 
when you make the group about God. Here’s the flip side: successful small group leadership 
happens when you lead the group through God. The best leader is one who is first a follower. 
Ask God to empower you to lead beyond your abilities, and return to this prayer often.  
 

Tip 3: Operate in Joy. The disposition of the leader powerfully drives the disposition of the 
whole group. When you adopt a joyful and celebratory disposition throughout the study,  
others will follow. When you smile, when you’re upbeat, when you’re genuinely excited to be 
leading, when you celebrate successes, it will infect the group—and that will significantly  
Improve the experience for everyone involved. 
 

Tip 4: Model the Way.  If you want people to listen to one another, then listen closely to  
people. If you want them to be transparent and candid, then you go first. If you want them to 
dig deeper to identify root causes of their problems, then model that yourself. If you want 
them to be accountable to one another, then be sure they know of your accountability  
relationship. Lead by example, not just by what you say. 
 

Tip 5: Stay on Point. This is the downfall of many small groups. One comment gives license to 
the next, and before you know it, a series of loosely related remarks has eclipsed your entire 
meeting time.  Ever been there? My guess is that you know exactly what I’m talking about, 
since this happens with unfortunate regularity.  This is a leadership problem more than it’s a 
participant problem. To avoid it, keep the group focused on the question at hand and follow 
up tangential comments by bringing the group back to the actual question. Everyone benefits 
when a leader steers the conversation, and everyone suffers when he or she does not.  

 

Thanks for serving, 

UNITEDSTUDENTMINSTRIES, INC. Executive Team 



 
The Romans Road to salvation is a collection of verses from the book of Romans explaining God’s free 
gift of eternal life. Follow these verses to learn why we need salvation, God’s plan of salvation, how to                     
receive salvation, God’s promise of eternal life, and the results of salvation. 

1st stop on the Romans Road To Salvation... 

God Is The Creator Of Life—Romans 1:20-21 “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible  
qualities – his eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what 
has been made, so that men are without excuse. For although they knew God, they neither glorified him 
as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.” 
God reveals himself to us - His divine nature and personal qualities - through creation. We must 
acknowledge God as the Creator and sustainer of life. 

2nd stop on the Romans Road To Salvation... 

Why We Need Salvation – The Fact Of Our Sin—Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the               
glory of God.” We must recognize that we are sinners and that we do not meet God’s perfect standards. 
Sin is serious in God’s sight and includes thoughts, words and actions. All sin (i.e. hatred and lust) makes 
us sinners not just the big, obvious sins like murder and adultery (Romans 5:12). 

3rd stop on the Romans Road To Salvation... 

Man’s Inability—Romans 3:10 “As it is written: There is no one righteous, not even one.” No one can 
earn right standing with God. We must understand that our good deeds or religion are unacceptable to 
God because our good works cannot cancel out our sin. For a view of man’s sinful condition, read Ro-
mans 3:10-18. 

4th stop on the Romans Road To Salvation... 

The Penalty Of Sin—Romans 6:23a “For the wages of sin is death.” God’s holiness demands a penalty 
(consequence) for our sin, which is death. Eternal death is separation from God forever in Hell. God is a 
just God, and He demands punishment for every sin. Justice is getting what we deserve. Because of our 
sin, we deserve death. 

5th stop on the Romans Road To Salvation... 

God’s Plan Of Salvation—Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.” God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to pay the penalty for our sin by dying on 
the cross. God is a God of mercy and He sent Jesus to take our sin upon Himself and the punishment we                    
deserve. Mercy is not getting what we deserve. We deserve death, and Jesus took our place. 

                        Continue on next page 



6th stop on the Romans Road To Salvation... 

God’s Promise Of Eternal Life—Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is           
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Eternal life is a free gift from God, there is nothing we can do to 
earn eternal life. Grace is getting what we don’t deserve. Because of God’s amazing grace, He has  
given us eternal life through Jesus Christ! 

7th stop on the Romans Road To Salvation... 

Man’s Responsibility—Romans 10:9-10“That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’, and  
believe in your hear that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that 
you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.” We must  
believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God Who died for us on the cross, rose from the dead, 
and is Lord. We must put our trust in Jesus alone to make us right with God. Salvation involves  
believing in our hearts (inward belief) and an outward confession that Jesus is Lord. 

Romans 10:13“For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” There is no                        
complicated formula to salvation; Jesus paid the price of our sin for us. Our response is to accept Jesus 
as our Lord and Savior. If we do, we will be saved from eternal death in Hell to eternal life in Heaven. 

8th Stop on the Romans Road To Salvation... 

Results Of Salvation—Romans 8:1“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus.” By accepting Jesus’ death as a payment for our sins, we will never be condemned for our sins. 

Romans 5:1“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Peace with God means we have been reconciled to Him through Jesus Christ. We can 
now have a relationship with the living God because sin no longer separates us from Him. 

Are you uncertain that if you were to die today you would go to Heaven? Have you followed the         
Romans Road to salvation? Will you accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior today? You can pray to 
God right now and claim the promises of His word as your own. 

 Admit that you have sinned against God and ask Him for forgiveness. 

 Believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God who died for you on the cross, rose from the 
dead, and is Lord. 

 Call upon Jesus Christ to be your Lord and Savior. 



Theme Verse:                                                                    
Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in his deeds 
toward the children of man. Psalm 66:5 ESV 
 

Theme Overview: 

Outside the confines of time & space, God has existed in glo-
rious perfection, but since the fall of mankind, God’s glory 
was veiled from the eyes of men. God set in motion an un-
fathomable chain of events, working down through the ages, 
through His prophets & priests, to reveal His ultimate & final 
plan of salvation. God has been inviting us to COME & SEE 
who He is & what He has done! COME & SEE the one who 
healed the sick, caused the blind to see, the lame to walk, the 
deaf to hear, raised the dead to life, and conquered sin and 
death…COME & SEE JESUS!  
 

Session 1: Come and See God’s Call 
Main Scripture—Exodus 3  (The Call of Moses) 

Main Idea of Session 1 

In His Coming to Us, we see God saves us not only from 
Something but for Something. 



Theme Notes  

Session 2: Come and See God’s Faithfulness 
Main Scripture—Colossians 2:1-15 

Main Idea of Session 2 

Our sacrifices for Him and others are shaped by His              
sacrifice for us. We see Him at work as we repeatedly 
acknowledge His presence in our lives.  

    

 

Session 3: Come and See God’s Salvation 
Main Scripture Hosea (Overview of chapters 1-3)  

Main Idea of Session 3 

God is With Us because he is For us. When we look at Jesus, 
we see Him writing the story of Salvation on every page of 
the Bible.  







Come and See God’s Call (The call of Moses) 

Exodus 3 

 

1. What are some significant events in your life? 

2. Have you ever had your plans changed by such an event? 

3. What do you think Moses was thinking when he walked up on the bush? 

4. What were some of the excuses made by Moses as to why he could not do what 
God was asking?   

5. Did his background give him excuses?  

6. Do we make excuses?   

7. Are they that much different than those that Moses made? 

8. When did the calling of Moses begin? 

9. When does our calling start?   

10. Why do you think that college students struggle with ‘pushing pause’ on their 
faith?   

11. When asked, God told Moses, “Tell them ‘I AM’ has sent you.” Jesus uses this 
phrase over and over in the Gospel of John.  (John 6:48; John 8:58; John 14:6; John 
10:11). 

12. What are the similarities in the way that God met and called Moses at the bush 
and the way that He has met and called you? 

 

To close, Pray that the students in your small group will embrace 
the divine plan of God for them in Christ Jesus and that we would 
embrace our faith in the now. 
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If asked the question, “Who is God?”, most everyone has an answer and or an opinion of who 

God is. Whether you are a believer, agnostic, or simply one who holds the understanding that 

there is no God, all of us have drawn a conclusion concerning God. By all of us, that means all of 

us, even if the conclusion is, “There is no God.” No matter what the circle/group you may find 

yourself in, or belong to, you are welcome here at #UnitedDNow; however, we urge you to “come 

and see” the God, the God of Scripture, that we believe is the Creator, Sustainer, Sovereign                

Authority, and Redeemer of/over all things.  

 

Although not exhaustively, both tonight and tomorrow morning, our hope, as we dive into the Old 

Testament and New Testament Scriptures, is that you will gain a greater, life-changing perspective 

of who God is and what He has done. Come and see the God of the Bible.  

 

Before we begin: Pray/Prepare 

Whether you are a believer in God or skeptical of him, it is important that you pray and prepare 

your heart, soul, and mind to engage in the truths at hand. For the believer, pray, “God open my 

eyes to see, my ears to hear, and my heart to believe the truths found in Scripture concerning who 

you are and what you have done.” For those who are skeptical, prepare your heart, soul, and 

mind to engage the truths at hand with a mind open and willing to believe the truths of Scripture if 

persuaded to do so by Scripture, even if such truth is contradictory to your current perspective/

point of view. 

 

Come and See: The God of the Old Testament 

 

God as Creator: As you consider the Old Testament Scriptures, the Bible’s first book, the Book of 

Genesis, begins by declaring the truth, “There is a God.” Such a God, the God of the Bible, is the 

Creator of all things. Genesis 1:1 states, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the 

earth.” Job 33:4 declares, “The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives 

me life.” The Old Testament Scripture’s first claim concerning God is that he is the Creator, 

Founder, Source, and Divine Designer of all things. This includes you and me. 

 

God as Sustainer: Again, Nehemiah 9:6 states, “You are the Lord, you alone. You have made 

heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all 

that is in them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you.” Nehemiah        

affirms the truth of Genesis chapter one; however, he furthers this truth by stating, “God is both 

Creator of all things and the Sustainer of all things.” Nehemiah states, “You, Lord (God), preserve 

all of them.” The word “preserve” is equivalent to sustain. The common, online dictionary defines 

preserve as, “maintain (something) in its original or existing state.” God creates life, and he                    

sustains life.  

 

        

                                   (more on next page) 



God as Sovereign Authority: God is the preeminent “elite” authority over all things. Psalm 97:9 

states, “For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods.” 

Psalm 24:1-2, “The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell 

therein, for he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers.” Psalm 29:10, 

“The Lord sits enthroned as king forever.” Job 42:2 “I know that you can do all things, and that 

no purpose of yours can be thwarted.” 1 Chronicles 29:11-12, “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness 

and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in 

the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Both 

riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in 

your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.” Throughout the Old Testament Scripture, 

God is portrayed as the divine God, Authority, King, Ruler, and Judge, and there is none who is 

greater than he. As Creator and Sustainer of all life/all things, He is the Sovereign Authority over 

all things.  

 

Tonight’s conclusion: Although, there are many aspects of God’s power and position and pres-

ence which are beyond our understanding and comprehension (that sorta comes with being God!), 

Scripture is clear that he is the Creator, Sustainer, and Sovereign Authority of/over all things. As 

you consider who God is, at least from the perspective of these three truths, you may be tempted 

and pressed to be filled with fear, and questions; yet, the desire of Scripture is that you be filled 

with hope. God, in spite of all of his wisdom, works, and decisions which are often different than 

our desires or plans, as Creator, Sustainer, and Sovereign Authority is working in your life for His 

glory and for your good. Psalm 8:4 states, “What is man that you are mindful of him, and the son 

of man that you care for him?” An old Christian confession, known as the Westminster Confes-

sion of Faith, states, “The chief end (goal or life-purpose) of man (humanity) is to glorify God 

and enjoy him forever.” This Christian confession is gathered from the central truth of Scripture 

which affirms, “God is Creator, Sustainer, and Sovereign Authority of all things, and he desires 

that all his creation know him, obey him, and enjoy him forever.” Contrary to the popular and yet 

false conclusion that God, especially the God of the Old Testament, is a tyrant ruler who cares for 

nothing more than to crush humanity, nothing could be further from the truth. God’s position, 

presence, and power are purposed for his glory and your joy. He calls people by grace to his 

standard of holiness, to be lived by faith in Christ, for the joy of all who do. When we know him 

and obey him, he is glorified, and we are satisfied beyond measure.  

 

Do these truths concerning God confirm or contradict your current position and or perspective 

of God? What do these truths compel you to do, to think, to be, to believe?  
 

If you want to know more about this God, the God of Scripture, or have a desire to know him in a 

personal/saving way then please take time this weekend to speak with your small group leader, 

host home leader, or your student pastor about God, God’s pursuit of you, and your understanding 

of him. Open your eyes and “come and see” God, a God who is Creator, Sustainer, and Sovereign. 

Come and see a God of hope.  
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Last night, in your devotion, we learned from the Old Testament Scriptures that God is Creator, 

Sustainer, and Sovereign. This morning, we will seek to expand our understanding of God with 

one more foundational truth. That foundational truth is this, “God is a Redeemer.” As we turn our 

focus to the New Testament, particularly the book of Colossians, we will once again affirm that 

God is Creator, Sustainer, and Sovereign; however, Scripture will also testify to the eternal truth, 

“God is our Redeemer.”  

 

Before we dive into Colossians, let’s begin by visiting the book of Hebrews. Hebrews 1:3 states, 

“He (Christ and Son of God) is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his                 

nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for 

sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty (God) on high…” Contrary to the false and              

unhelpful conclusion that the “god” of the Old Testament and the “god” of the New Testament are 

two different and even competing “gods”, Hebrews presents a completely different truth. They 

are one being, not separate beings. As you “come and see,” consider (and seek to expand your                         

understanding of God) it is most accurately possible to do so by studying the person, nature, and 

work of Christ. Christ who is God, his exact nature and glory.  

 

Now, with that as our foundation, let’s turn our attention to Colossians:   

 

Colossians 1:15-20 states, “He (Christ/God) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,                  

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and 

for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the 

body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 

preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile 

to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.” 

 

By “firstborn of all creation,” Scripture is not speaking to Christ’s origin, for the Bible testifies 

that God is eternal, having always existed and existing always (bonus truth concerning God). 

Paul, the author of Colossians, is simply affirming the truth that Christ, as Creator of all things, 

has been placed in his rightful position as authority over all of creation. In this one New                         

Testament passage of Scripture, we see that God is Creator. Verse 16 states, “For by him (Christ/

God) all things were created.” Verse 17, speaking of God as Sustainer, states, “He is before all 

things, and in him all things hold (sustain/preserve) together.” And finally, verse 18 concludes, 

“He is from the beginning, the head that in everything he might be preeminent (supreme 

prominence).” In verses 15-19 of Colossians 1, we affirm, along side the Old Testament, that God 

is Creator, Sustainer, and Sovereign. However, verse 20 reveals our final, comforting, and 

glorious truth concerning God: 

 

God as Redeemer: Verse 20 states, “For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 

dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 

peace by the blood of his cross.” Once again, all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell in him 

(Christ, Son of God) because Christ is fully and equally God. However, verse 20 reveals to us  



something more about God/Christ. God, though Christ, was pleased to “reconcile” to himself all 

things (including you and me) by “making peace” through the blood of his cross.” There are two 

primary things/phrases to make note of in this passage of Scripture: “reconcile to himself” and 

“make peace by his blood.” 

 

The word “reconcile” means, “to restore or to reestablish, especially relationally.” Our passage 

specifically states, “God, restored or reestablished a relationship with humanity (his creation) by 

or through the blood of his cross.” But why? Why must God reconcile a relationship with                   

humanity? Verse 21 gives us the “short” answer by stating, “And you (humanity), who once were 

(or possibly still are) alienated (separated from God) and hostile (enemies of/against God) in 

mind, doing evil deeds (sinning against God and his sovereign law). This verse summarizes the 

greater diagnosis of the human condition before God given to us in Scripture. We, no matter how 

innocent we think we may be, are sinners before God, against God, and against His law. Romans 

3:10, “As it is written, “None is righteous, no, not one.” Romans 3:23, “All have sinned and fall 

short of the glory (righteous standard of perfection, holiness, and purity) of God.” We, all of 

humanity due to our sin against God and His law, are condemned in our sin, under the judgment 

of God’s wrath, and eternally separated from His joy and presence with no hope, of our own 

doing, to change our fate. However, as seen in Colossians, God, in spite of our sin, provided a 

way for our sins to be forgiven and the broken relationship with Him to be “reconciled” by the 

blood of Christ. You see, Hebrews 9:22 states, “Indeed, without the shedding of blood there is no 

forgiveness of sins.” Because sin, our sin, fall’s short of God’s standard of righteousness.  We 

cannot be permitted into his presence or know his joy in our sinful position. Therefore God, 

through Christ, saw to it, through the sacrificial death of his Son on the cross and the shedding of 

his blood on our behalf, to change our position from sinner to forgiven in Christ. 2 Corinthians 

5:21 states, “For our sake (your sake) he (God) made him (Christ) to be sin who knew no sin, so 

that in him (Christ) we (you) might become the righteousness (the standard of glory, perfection, 

holiness, and purity) of God.”  

 

David Platt conveys this truth in this way, “The good news of Christ is that He has looked upon 

hopelessly sinful men and women and has sent his Son, Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, to bear his 

wrath against sin on the cross and to show his power over sin in the resurrection, so that everyone 

who turns from their sin and themselves and trusts in Jesus as Savior and Lord will be reconciled 

to God forever.” 

 

Have you ever been redeemed? Have your sins been forgiven and have you been reconciled to 

God?  

 

If your answer is “no,” and you would like to know more about how you can be redeemed, your 

sins be forgiven, and your relationship with God reconciled? See your small group leader, host 

home leader, and or student pastor to talk about what it means to be “redeemed” by the Redeemer. 

Come and see God as Redeemer.  

If your answer is yes, and you have been redeemed; realize that is a precious gift. A gift given 

freely to you by God for his glory and your joy. You did not/do not deserve such a gift. Strive to 

know God deeply, obey God fully, make much of God faithfully, and enjoy God supremely. 
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Come and See God’s Faithfulness 

Colossians 2:1-15 

 

Have students read Colossians 2:1-15 silently.  

1. Have someone recap the text. 

2. Have everyone else highlight what stood out to them the most.  

3. Read the text aloud. 

 

Then-ask the following questions:  

1. Paul discusses being taken captive by plausible (reasonable)            
arguments. What would you say is a 'plausible argument' used 
against Christianity? How do we combat that? 

2. Compare and contrast the difference in this passage for                
believers and non-believers. 

3. What does Paul seem to be saying about being “rooted and 
grounded”? Would you describe anyone in your life as that? Your-
self? 

4. How has God written his truth on our hearts? 

5. Jesus disarmed “rulers and authorities.” How? If they are                   
disarmed, why do they still cause such problems for us? 
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Come and See God’s Salvation 

Hosea (Overview of Chapter 1-3) 

 
Chapter 1 

1. Can anyone recall what the following names mean? 

Hosea, Jezreel, No Mercy, Not My People, Gomer 

2. Why are the names in this story so important? 

3. What is the problem Hosea faces?  

4. Why has God asked Hosea to face this problem? 

 

Chapter 2 

1. God allows Israel to run around and get exhausted. 

2. What does He do after that? “I will allure her.” 

3. God begins to pursue Israel. Why?  

4. Had they done anything to deserve this? 

5. “I will meet you in the valley of Achor…” Hosea 2:15b NIV.  Can someone in your group re-
member when God met you in your “achor”? (The word means trouble…). 

6. What does God do with the children he had named? 

 
Chapter 3 

1. God sends Hosea to “Go again” and get Gomer...who has returned to prostitution. Why? 

2. Hosea has to buy His wife back from prostitution. What does he use to buy her? 

 

Read through John 3:16. Chad closed out his message with it. Do you see Gomer’s story in it? 
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7:00pm    Worship Area open for Session 1  
7:30pm   Session 1 “Come and See God’s Call” 

10:00pm   Small Group Discussion 1 (In Homes) 

11:00pm  Quiet Time 1 

Midnight  Lights out (AKA - Go to sleep) 

 
 

 

8:00am   Breakfast (in host home) 
8:30am  Quiet Time 2 

8:45am Small Group Discussion 2 (In Homes) 

10:15am  Worship Center opens for Session 2  

10:30am  Session 2 “Come and See God’s Faithfulness” 

12:00pm Lunch at Harvest  

1:00pm Mission Project/Free Time for Groups  

   (See your Student Pastor for more information) 

5:00pm  Supper (See your Student Pastor for location)  

6:00pm                Worship Center opens for DNOW PARTY 

6:15pm  DNOW PARTY 

7:15pm  Intermission  

7:30pm  Session 3 “Come and See God’s Salvation” 

10:30pm   Small Group Discussion 3 (In Homes)     

Midnight  Lights Out (AKA – Go to Sleep) 
 

 

 

See your church for Sunday Morning Schedule 


